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BellSouth Corporation and its telephone operating
company BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. ("BellSouth"},
hereby file reply comments on Phase II (expansion of Feature
Group D access codes) of the Notice of Inquiry (NOI)
released by the Commission in the above-captioned docket.

I. SUMMARY

Comments filed in this proceeding show broad based
industry support for the expansion of Feature Group D
Carrier Identification Codes (CICs) from three to four
digits. 1Indeed, working under the aegis of the Industry
Carriers Compatibility Forum (ICCF), the industry recently
reached consensus on CIC assignment guidelines which assume
that the four-digit expansion plan will be implemented.1 A
copy of those guidelines is attached to these reply comments
as Exhibit 1.

While some commenters have questioned the need to

implement four-digit Feature Group D CICs, none has advanced

! Comments of BellSouth p. 21, NYNEX p. 6, Southwestern
Bell p. 10 and AT&T p. 9.




an alternative plan which meets the needs of the industry.?
The industry has already spent considerable time and effort
investigating the feasibility of developing a better
alternative, only to conclude in effect that none exists.?
If we are to avoid exhaust of CIC resources, it is time for
the industry to cease the debate and to move forward with
implementation.

Given the significant lead time needed to arrange for
financing and for equipment and systems modifications needed
to accommodate Feature Group D expansion, the Commission
should move quickly to settle any remaining question as to
whether such expansion plan is in the public interest.® 1In
particular, the Commission should initiate a rulemaking and,
after public comment and any appropriate modifications,
ratify the proposed expansion plan, find the CIC assignment
guidelines (Exhibit 1) to be in the public interest, and

settle any related issues which remain unresolved.

II. THE COMMISSION SHOULD CONDUCT A RULEMAKING TO ENSURE
TIMELY AND EQUITABLE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FOUR~DIGIT

FEATURE GRQUP D EXPANSION PLAN.

? Comments of Whidbey Telephone Company, NTCA p. 2, Ad

Hoc p. 34-38,

> Comments of BellSouth p. 19-20, Ameritech p. 5,
Pacific Telesis p. 8, SNET p. 6, Southwestern Bell p. 10 and
AT&T n.l15.

‘ BellSouth had previously suggested that the
Commission imitate a rulemaking to address CIC issues by the
end of calendar year 1992. See, Comments of BellSouth, DA
91-1307, filed December 20, 1991, at p. 4.
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In comments filed in response to the petition which
triggered this NOI, BellSouth called for a rulemaking to
address CIC issues following completion of this NOI and ICCF
action on developing CIC guidelines.5 At that time,
BellSouth foresaw a need for the Commission to address
questions such as what are the appropriate assignment
guidelines for four-digit CIC codes, the extent to which
carriers and other access customers will be allowed to
retain CIC codes in excess of agreed upon industry
guidelines, the extent to which the Commission intends to
enforce such guidelines, and who will pay the costs of
expanding CIC resources.’ Based upon the comments filed in
response to this NOI, BellSouth still sees a need for such a
rulemaking.

A. The Commission Should Resolve Industry

Disagreement Over The Length Of The Permissive
Dialing Period Associated With The Feature Group D

Expansion Plan,

The Feature Group D expansion plan calls for a

permissive dialing period following the introduction of
expanded Feature Group D dialing arrangements during which
both three-digit and four-digit CICs could be used.’ After

the permissive dialing transition period, only four-digit

See, Comments of BellSouth, DA 91-1307, at p. 3-4.
Id.

7 Exhibit 1, p..5, Section 2.2.
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codes could be used.® 'The permissive dialing period is
needed to allow for an orderly transition (e.g., customer
education and CPE adjustments) from 10XXX to 101XXXX
dialing.

Industry consensus was not reached on the length of the
permissive dialing period. The absence of industry
agreement on this point is reflected in the comments,’® as
well as in the industry approved CIC guidelines.®®

In its comments, NANPA states that it:

[o]pted for an eighteen month permissive transitional

period, concluding that disparate dialing arrangements

could improperly favor existing service providers with
3-digit CICs over new assignees, and invited those who
disagreed with this conclusion to bring the matter to
the FCC. To date, NANPA's decision has not been
challenged.!!
As previously noted, however, at least a few carriers are
challenging this decision. Absent action by the Commission,
it is questionable whether the 18 month permissive dialing
period can be established given the voluntary nature of the
guidelines and NANPA's absence of any enforcement authority
to require compliance with those guidelines.

The time is ripe for the Commission to resolve the

permissive dialing issue. Commission action is particularly

® Bellcore Comments, n.4.

° comments of Bellcore n.4, Ameritech p. 3-4, AT&T p.

8-9.
19 Exhibit 1, p. 5, Section 2.2.

1 comments of NANPA n.d4.



appropriate in that thé resolution of this issue involves
the equal access and competitive equity policies of the
Commission.

The NANPA has urged the Commission not to reopen this
issue.’? While NANPA operates independently from Bellcore’s
owners and is entitled to its own opinion, in BellSouth’s
view this issue has never been closed. As explained above,
the issue remains unresolved and the NANPA lacks authority
to resolve it in a manner that requires anything other than
the voluntary cooperation of those current access customers
who clearly oppose discontinuing the use of their existing
three-digit CIC arrangements. Consequently, BellSouth urges
the Commission to address this issue in a rulemaking
proceeding; not to reopen the issue but to settle it.

B. The Commission Should Decide Whether Pay Telephone

And Other Call Aggregators And Related Equipment

Manufacturers Should Be Required To Accommodate
Four-Digit Feature Group D Access Codes.

Certain commenters representing pay telephone
providers, call aggregators and related equipment
manufacturers complain that these entities should not be
required to undergo the expense of modifying their equipment
to accommodate four-digit Feature Group D access codes.®’
While these commenters are correct in their view that

existing CIC resources should be used efficiently, the fact

12 NANPA Comments n.11.

3 . . . . .
13 comments of American Public Communications Council,

Intellicall and NATA.



remains that expansion’of this finite resource will
ultimately be necessary. It seems appropriate for the
Commission to decide whether special circumstances warrant
such an exception.

BellSouth is unable to discern from the comments the
degree to which the alleged expense and burden placed upon
these parties is any different from that which is placed
upon any other service provider which accommodates four-
digit Feature Group D access codes. BellSouth is skeptical
that these parties will be able to demonstrate that their
circumstances warrant special treatment. Nonetheless, if
these commenters can justify such an exception, then
certainly the industry needs to know whether to plan for
that exception. Accordingly, this issue should also be
addressed and settled in a rulemaking proceeding.

C. The Commission Should Issue An Order Determining

The CIC Assignment Guidelines That Are In The
Public Interest.

Industry participants need to know for purposes of
their operations, planning, and service and systems
development whether they can rely upon the CIC gquidelines
agreed to by the industry. All service providers have an
interest in deferring the additional inconvenience and
expense associated with expanding CIC resources. If
reasonable limits on the assignment of CICs are not

established and honored, the industry could soon find itself



having to once again ekpand beyond the four-digit CIC
expansion plan.!

BellSouth believes a ruling by the Commission would
bring some regulatory certainty to and help facilitate
cooperation among industry interests concerning CIC
assignment and allocation issues. Such action is also
needed in view of the many comments filed in Phase I of this
proceeding questioning the impartiality of the NANPA in
administering numbering matters. A public interest finding
by the Commission will spare NANPA and Bellcore’s owners
from having to defend against inevitable and groundless
claims that attempts to follow the CIC guidelines are

motivated by anti-competitive concerns.

4 see, e.g., Comments of NARUC p. 5-6.
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ITI. CONCLUSION

For the above reasons, BellSouth urges the Commission

to promptly initciate a rulemaking to ratify the four-digit

Feature Group D expansion plan, to validate the CIC

agsignment guidelines agreed to by rhe industry along with

any appropriate adjustmentg, and to resolve any remaining

Peature Group D access code issues.

January 27,

1593

Regpectfully submitted,

BELLSCUTH CORPORATION and
BELLSCUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.

ove Torngaer P la

William 2. Barfield
Thompson T, Rawls IT

Thelr Attorneys

1155 Peachtree Street, N.EBE.
Suite 1800
Arlanta, Georgia 30367-€000
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August 14, 1992 Exhibit 1

ICCF Participants

The attached "Carrier identification Code (CIC) Assignment
Guidelines" are a product of industry consensus reached
under the aegis of the Industry Carniers Compatibility Forum
.(’ISCF), They were accepted at Session 26 of the ICCF in
y.

The Guidetines represent extended commitment and
ration on the part of the many Industry sectors
invoived in their developmaent.

Should you have any questions regarding these Guidelines,
please contact me.

qinoerely,

Modelune)

M. M. Bogdan
ICCF Moderator

MMB - btj
Attachment

Copy to

Margaret Bumgarner - CLC Chairperson
Ron Conners - NANP Administration
Gaston Daillaire - DOC

Al Lewis - Chairman, CSCN

Peyton Wynns - FCC
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June 11, 1992
CARRIER IDENTIFICATION CODE ASSIGNMENT GUIDEL INES
1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose

This document describes guidelines for the assignment of Carrier Idan-
tification Codes (CICs) in World Zone | and is a product of industry
consensus reached under the aegis of the Industry Carriers Compatibil-
ity Forum (ICCF). The document will be maintained by the ICCF which
will, therefore, be responsible for the determination of any necessary
changes or updates. These guidelines do not detract from the ability
of an app-spriate ?overnmentaI or regulatory agency to exercise author-
ity over .ny and all {ssues herein. These guidelines and futurs
changes to these guidalines will be submitted to the agencies for
their review, In addition, it should be understood that these
guidelines supersede any previously issued CIC assignment quidelines.

These guidelines have been formulated with consideration of the follow-
ing two Ie?itimate neads. First, the recognition that the CICs repre-
sent a finite resource and should, therefore, be used efficiently and
conserved to the extent possible; and second, that their prudent use is
inherent in the provision of telecommunications services. Therefore,
the guidelines should offer the greatast latitude in the provision of
telecommunication services, while maintaining the effective management

of a finite resource.

The assignment practices detailed in these guidelines apply to the
assignment of C]Cs made directly by the North American Numbering Plan
Administrator (NANPA) to a specific entity. (See Section 3.2 for CIC
application procedures). Therefore, the maximum number of CICs an
sntity may be assigned under these guidelines pertains to the number of
CICs the administrator may directly assign to that entity. )
Accordingly, codes obtained via means other than direct assignment.by
the NANPA are outside the scope of these assignment guidelines and
hence, are not included in the maximum code assignment limits. The = -
requirements specified in these guidelines will apply to all CICs
(e.g., the access and usage requirements for retaining CI1Cs) regardless
of the manner through which an entity obtained a code.

ICCF 92.0726-002
Page 2 of 13
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1.2 Definition and Use of CICs

CICs are numeric codes which are ¢currently used to fdentify customers
who purchase Feature Group B (FG B) and/or Feature Group D (FG D)
access services.* These codes are primarily used for routing from the
local exchange network to the access purchaser and for billing between
the LEC and the access purchaser, '

CICs exist in the public domain, and as such, are a public resource.
Assignment of a CIC to an entity in no way implies or infers ownership
of the public resource by the entity. The availability of CICs will be
monitored by the CIC administrator who will report on the continued
assignment of this public resource on a reqular basis to the FCC and

the ICCF,

In addition to the use of CICs by the LECs fOr‘routing and billing of
access, the CIC comprises part of the Carrier Access Code (CAC), a
dialing sequence used by the general public to access a preferrad
provider of service.

Specifically, the CAC can be in the following formats:

- For FG B, the CAC is presently in the format 950-WXXX, whare XXX
is the FG B CIC, W = 0 or 1 (an option to be determined by the
entity upon CIC assignment), and X = O through 9. At some future,
pre-designated time, F6 B CICs will ba expanded to four digits and
the CAC will be in the format 950-XXXX where XXXX is the four

digit CIC.

- For FG D, the CAC is presently in the format 10XXX, XXX {s the F6
D CIC, and X « 0 through 9. At a future, pre-designated time, FG
D CICs will be expanded to four digits and the CAC will ba in the
format 101XXXX (note that the CAC will be expanded from 5 to 7
digits), where XXXX is the four digit FG D CIC.

1.3 Definition of an Entity

CICs are assigned to access customers or industry entities. For pur-
posas of these guidelines, an entity will be defined as follows.

- An entity is defined as a Firm or group of firms under common
ownership or control.

*  Although LECs are not formal “purchasers® of FG B or FG D access,
these gufdeline do not preclude LECs from being assigned CICs.

New switched access arrangements may be identified which will
supplement or supplant FG B and/or FG D, CICs will 1ikely be
required for some or all of these new arrangements.
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Franchise oparators are those individuals, groups, or firms granted the
right or license to market a company’s goods or services in a particu-
lar area. As there is a commonality of economic interest in marketing
conditions normally imposed on a franchise operator by the franchisor,
these industry guidelines treat the franchisor as the relevant entity
and not each individual franchise operator. The franchisor is eligible
for CICs assigned to an entity up to the maximum number as determined
by these guidelines. The franchise operators operating under the
common franchise may each use the CICs under tha guidance of the fran-
chisor. On the assumption that franchise operators are operating in
different territories, as may be dictated by the franchisor, no techni-
cal limitation on access service exists due to this CIC Vimit.

1.4 Administration of CICs and CIC Usage Reporting

The assignment and management of CICs will be administered by the North
Amgrican Numbering Plan Administrator (NANPA). At the direction of the
NANPA, the access providers and the entities who are assigned CICs

will be requested to provide access and usage information to the NANPA,
on a quarterly basis to ensure effective management of the CIC
resource. (Holders of todes may respond to the reguest at their own
election). Tha NANPA will use this information, not only to
effectively manage the use of CICs, but also to advise the industry as
to the level of assignments, and to atert the industry to any ¢oncerns,
such as the potential for code exhaust.

Further detail regarding these reports, including the suggested
format and the address to which they should be submitted are shown in

Appendix A.

1.5 The Current CIC Pool

Currently, CICs are drawn from a pool of 969 three digit codes. Both FG
B and FG D assignments are made from this single pool, such that an
assignment of a code for use solely for FG B or FG D use precludes the
use of that code by another entity for the alternate access arrange-

ment.

1.6 Tha Future CIC Pool

The introduction of four digit FG B codes will occur first, followed
after some time by the introduction of four digit FG D codes. Concur-
rent with the expansion of FG B CICs from three to four digits, FG B
and FG D CIC resources will be splft into two separate assignment
pools. One pool will contain the four digit FG B resource; the other
pool will contain the three digit FG D resource.
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At a pre-designated date (See Section 2.1), the F§ B CIC format will be
expanded to four digits. The expansion will provide a pool of approxi-
mately 9,000 codes and is necessary in light of the potential exhaust
of the thres dizit codes and the subsequent inability -- if no expan-
sion were to take place -- of access suppliers to provide access
services to new entrants. (Note: Only 9000 four digit F6 B CICs are
availabla for assignment because switeches do not differentiate between
CICs in the OXXX and 1XXX ranges. 1f, in the future, changes in
technology allow the distinction between 4 digit FG B CICs of the form
OXXX and 1XXX, separate assignment of those CICs will be considerad).

With split pools, FG B and FG D assignments will be made separately.
Accordingly, an entity whose needs demand the use of FGC B access on)
will be assigned a ¥G 8 CIC, Teaving the corresponding FG D CIC avai{-
able for use by an antity whose needs require only FG D access. (See
Section 3.5 for information on matching of F6 B and FG D CICs).

At a later pre-designated date, to be determined by the industry and
based upon the exhaust of FG D codes, the FG D CIC pool will convert to
a four digit resource.

2.0 INTRODUCTION OF FOUR DIGIT CODES

2.1 four Digit FG B CICs

When the NANPA assigns the 500th three digit CIC, 1t wil) advise the
industry of the date at which it intends to separate the assignment of
FG B8 and FG D CICs and begin the assignment of four digit FG B codes.
Initially, four digit FG B assignments will be made from a single
specific 1000s dlock. The first 1000s block from which four digit FG B
CICs will be assigned will be the 5000s block, followed by the §000s
block. (The selection of the 5000s and 6000s block will permit match-
ing assignments to four digit FG D codes, whan such codes become avail-
able. (See Section 3.5). Subsequent assignments will ba made from the
remaining blocks of numbers which will be opened sequentially, starting
with the 2000s block, i.e., 2000, 3000, 4000, 7000, etc. Opening of
subsequent thousand blocks is dependent solely upon the exhaust of the
current available FG B CIC resource.

The NANPA will monitor LIC assi?nments.lnd usage and provide reports

to the [CCF indicating the level of assignment and projecting the time
of exhaust of the current pool of FG B CICs based on the then current
assignment rate. The NANPA will formally notify the industry 2-1/2
yaars prior to the need for the next 1000s block of FG B CICS. Actual
assignment of the new FG& B 1000s block will begin six months before the
projected exhaust of the current FG B CIC pool.

The industry will review the need, in the future, to continue to
restrict assignment of FG 8 CICS to specific 1000s blocks. The indus-
try will determine if, when technically practicable, this restriction
will be lifted, and FG B four digit assignments wil) be available from

the full range of (9,000) fg b cics.
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2.2 Four Digit FG D CICs

At the time FG D CICs are expanded to four digits, & permissive period
will exist which will permit the use of both the 10XXX and 101XXXX CAC
dialing formats. During this permissive period, four digft F& D CICs
will be assigned in the 5000 and 6000 number blocks. (Nota: Industry
consensus has not been reached on the length of the permissive period.
The FCC was notified of the lack of consensus in a letter from the NANP
Administrator to Richard M. Firestone, Chief of the Common Carrier
Bureau, dated October 13, 1989.)

In the future, it is the intent of the industry to open a1l four digit
FG D 1000s blocks for assignment. The industry will raview this inten-
tfon to verify if all four digit FG D codes will be made available for
assignment, or if {t is necessary to restrict such availability to
specific 1000s blocks.

2.3 Integration of Three Digit and Four Digit CICs

Three digit FG B CICs wil) change to a four digit format by incor-
porating the existing W digit, either a 0 or 1, as the lead digit.

That is, a three digit FG B CIC with W=0, wil) bacome FG B CI1C OXXX and
FG B CIC with W=l, will become FG B CIC 1XXX. New FG B CICs will be
jnitially assigned in the 5000s block as stated previously. The struc-
ture of the FG B CAC 1s not affected by this change and, therefore, a
transition period and associated permissive dialing period is not
required for F6 8 expansion. Accordingly, with the introduction of
four digit FG B CICs, all FG B CICs will be four digit codes.

Three digit FG D CICs will change to a four digit format with the use
of a leading "0°. That is, an existing three digit FG D CIC XXX wil}
bacome a four digit FG D CIC of the form OXXX. As stated (Section 2.2)
a permissive pariod, which permits the use of both three digit and four
digit F& D codes and the corresponding 10XXX and 101XXXX CACs, will ba
required for FG D expansion. Ultimately, only four digit CICs and the
101XXX% CAC will be permitted.

2.4 Contingency Plan for the Introduction of Four Digit CICs

Four digit FG& B or FG D CICs may be available for assignment prior to
the exhaust of the three digit codes. This availability is based on
the capability, in some EC areas, to process four digit FG B or

FG D calls befora that capability is generally available qationw1de.
Accordingly, an entity may elect assignment of a four digit FG B or
F6 D CIC for use within a specific, four digit capable €C area. This
option can ba exercised, therefore, whenaver technically possible
prior to the exhaust of three digit FG B or FG D CICs with the
following understanding:
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The four dtgit FG B or FG 0 code assignment prior to three digit
FG 8 or FG D exhaust fs a voluntary agreement which may be used
only in those areas technically capable of processing a four
digit F& B or £G D CIC.

3.0 ASSIGNMENT PRINCIPLES

3.1 General

Entities purchasing FG B or FG D access will be assigned a CIC from the
appropriate pool. A request for FG B or FG D access must have been
made before an entity’s request for the {ssuance of a CIC will be
considered. Assignments will be made consistent with 211 regulatory
directives such as the standing FCC mandate which directs that access
be available to 211 customers, not only traditional carriers, CICs
will be assigned on a World Zone ] basis; i.e., there will be no dupli-
cate assignments segregated by geographic region and, therefore, an
entity can use the assigned code throughout World Zone 1.

3.2 Procedures for Obtaining a CIC Assignment

An entity should typically use the following procedure when requesting
3 CIC asgignment.

a) Contact an access provider, i.e., the Tocal exchange carrier. and
request the assignment of a CIC.

b) Place a valid order for FG B or D access service {depending on
the type of CIC baeing requested) with the access provider,
fndicating in order of pre‘zrence, three CIC choicas,

c) Provide to the access provider a 1ist of all CICs currently held
by the entity (see Section 1.3 for definition of entity),
indfcating the name of the firm(s) holding the CIC(s) if other
than the entity applying for the CIC. -

After receipt of a request for a CIC, the access provider will apply
to NANPA for a CIC on behalf of the entity using appropriate forms
for this purpose, attaching a copy of the written request for access
service. NANPA will assign a CIC within 10 werking days of receipt
of a CIC request from the access provider, and notify the access
provider and the entity in writing of the assignment. Entity code
preference will be honored to the extent possible, and assignments
will be made in the order the requests are received.

3.3 Assignments for IRCs and INCs

International Carriers {INCs) and International Record Carriers (IRCs)
will be assigned CICs from the same resource pool as all other access
customers. That is, there will be no special block of CICs reserved
for code assignments to either INCs or JRCs.
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There will be no specific allocation of codes for fntarnaticnal
services of an entity engagad in both domestic and intarnational
carriage.

3.4 Reservation of Codes

There will be no reservation of CICs. Rather, CICs will be assigned on
a2 first come, first served basis, as access service is ordared. The
NANPA will honor an entity’s request for a particular code to the
exte?t gossible, and assignments will be made {n order, as requests ara
recefved. .

3.5 Matching of F& B and F6 D CICs Prior to the Availability of Four
Digit FG D Codes

An interim matching process will be available, however, to cover that
perfod of time after the start of the assignment of four digit FG B
CICs, but before the availability of four digit FG 0 codes. (This
process will not be available for four digit FG B codes which begin
with a 0 or a 1}. Specifically, during this time FG B assignments will
be made from the four digit pool but FG6 O assignments will continue to
be made from the three digit pool. Accordingly, the assignee of a four
digit F6 B code will not have the opportunity to concurrently request
of the administrator and be assigned the matching four digit F6 D CIC.
To provide to the assignee the opportunity to request the future
assignment of the matchin? four digit FG D code, the following reserva-
tion process will be available:

Entities requesting the tssignment‘cf a four digit FG B CIC may
request the reservation of the matching four digit FG D coda.
Absent a specific request for the reservation of the matching four
digit FG D code, no such reservation will be assumed or honored.

The matching of a code will be valid from the FG B expansion date
up to, but no later than six months after the corresponding four
digit FG O thousands block {s opened.

Matching will be honored only if the four digit FG B CIC is still
assigned; i.e., it has not been returned to the assignment pool. -

The NANPA will inform, by latter, those entities with matchi
requests notifying them of the matching date of the opening of the
corresponding FG D thousands block and indicating that the assign-
ment of the code will be effective as of that date. The access
service criteria associated with the assignment of CICs, described
in Section 8, will govern the entity’s responsibility for connect-

ing service.
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Entities may choose not to request the matching FG D assignment.
Natyrally, if no matching request is made, tha NANPA will not
specifically inform the entity of the opening of the corresponding
FG D thousands block. ~

Entities acquiring four digit FG B CICs through merger or acquisi-
tion or other transfer mechanisms during this period will maintain
;hetFG Ddaatchlng request, if such a matching request was, in

act, made, -

3.6 Matching of FG B and F& D CICs Following the Availability of Four
Digit FG D CICs

With the txgansicn of 6 8 CICs to four digits, the NANPA wil) adminis-
ter the FG B and FG D CICs from separate pools. Thare will be no
1inkage (that §s, implied reservation) betwean post expansion four
digit CiCs assigned for FG B or FG 0 access service. Specifically, an
entity purchasing both FG B and F& D service must order the F6 8 and FG
D CICs separately. Moreover, there is no guarantee that the CICs for
FG B and F&8 D service will be the same code. The NANPA will however,
make every effort to assign matching FG B and F& D CICs when requested
to do so, given that such matching codes are available.

4.0 MAXIMUM NUMBER OF CODES

4.1 Pre-Four Digit FG B Assignment Practices

In the three gigit CIC environment, each entity was allowed a maximum
of three codes, a primary code and an additional two supplemental code
assignments. (Note: Entities using a CIC for international traffic
ware allowed a maximum of four CICS; a primary code, an international
code, and two supplemental codes). Since the introduction of conserva-
tion in March of 1989 (see Section 7), ne further supplemental CIC
assignments are allowed and new entrants can receive only a single CIC
assignment.

Entities holding greater than three CICs are encouraged to make a good
faith effort to return those codes using the voluntary code return .
process described in Appendix B. (See also Section 5.4).

4.2 Post-Four Digit FC B - Pre-Four Digit F& D Assignment Practices

With the introduction of four digit FG B CICs and the expansion of the
FG B CIC pool to include 9000 FG B CICs, but prier to the introduction
of four digit FG D CICs, a maximum of 5 FG B CICs can be assigned per
entity. Ouring this pericd, FG D assignments to new entrants (i.e.,
any entity holdirg no FG D codes) will continue in the conservation
mode (only one FG D CIC per entity) until the expansion of the FG D

resource to four digits.
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Entities holding CICs in excess of the maximum of 5 FG B and 3* F& D
codes are encouraged to make a good fatth effort to return those codes
using the voluntary code return process described in Appendix 8. See
also Section 5.4.

4.3 Post-Four Digit FG D Assignment Practices

With the introduction of four digit CICs and the expansion of the CIC
pool to include 9,000 FG B CI1Cs and 10,000 FG D CICs, a maximsum of 5 FG
B CICs and & FG D CICs will be assigned per entity.

tntities holding CIls in excess of the maximum of § FG 8 and 6 FG D
codes are encouraged to make a good faith effort to return those codes
using the voluntary code return process described in Appendix B. See
also Section S.4.

4.4 Special Use Code Assignments

It is recognized that extraordinary and infrequent situatfons may arise
where an entity, whose intent was to offer a service without the use of
a CIC, 1s required to use a CIC because of a technical constraint {n
the access provider’s network. With the iatroduction of 4 digit CICs,
if the entity and the access provider agree that a CIC assfgnment is
warranted because of such a technical constraint, and both parties

also agree that no available technical a)ternative exists to provide
the proposed service, the access provider and the entity will submit a
Jointly signed letter to the NANPA requesting the assignment of a

"special uyse” CIC.

This “special use" code assignment procedure can take place prior to,
or after, an entity reaches the maximum assigned limit of CICs. The
“special use® CIC assignment from the NANPA WILL NOT be counted in the
assigned CIC total of the entity or the access provider. The NANPA
will, in each such case, notify the FCC of its intention to make the
requested assignment and will abide by any instructions it receives
from the FCC thereafter.

If an alternative to the use of a CIC subsequently becomes available
(1.e., there is no longer a technical comstraint in the access
provider’s natwark), the voluntary return of the "special use" code is
encouraged (see Section 5.4). Moreover, if, after it has been estab-
Tished that there exists a technical alternative to the use of the
code, and the entity chooses not to return {t, the CIC WILL be counted

against the 1imit of assignable codes.

*+ NOTE: Entities assigned 3 FG D CICs prior to the conservation mode
may continue to use those codes or take advantage of the voluntary

raturn process.
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An entity can be assigned a maximum of two “"special use® CICs. It is
gxpected that such codes will be required infrequently and that few

special use” codes will be assigned. The fndustry will review the
category of “special use" CICs annually, but will meet at the time the
NANPA assigns the second "spacial use® code to a specific entity in
order to examins the nceds which required the assfgnments and, if
necessary, to consider a change to the assignment Timits,

4.5 CIC Limit Review

The number of CICs assignable per entity will be reviewed annually,

beginning one year after the introduction of four digit FG B codes, or
when needed as determined by the industry. It is intended that these
reviews investigate the potential for further expansion of the number

of codes per entity.
5.0 Disposition of Codes

5.1 Requirement for Code Retention

It is expected that CICs, when assigned, will be placed in service
within a reasonable time. Specifically, access service associated with
the CIC must be obtained, and the CIC must show usage. Absent such
sarvice and usage, & reclamation process will be fnitiated consistent

with Sections 5.2 and 5.3.* :

5.2 Requirement for Access

1f access service associated with a CIC has not been established within
four months of the date of code assignment, the NANPA will inquire
re?arding the status of the CIC and, if appropriate, a certified letter
will be sent to the entity initiating the reclamation process. The
letter will state that the NANPA intends to reclaim the CIC at the end
of a 60 day period if access service has not been established, The
entity will also be notified by Yetter if the code assignment is with-

drawn.

Any code reclaimed will be made available for assignment by the NANPA
after an idle period of at least six months.

* Reclamation Process: The procedure whereby NANP administration,
as maintenance agent for the CIC assignment guidelines, recovers
codes which do not meet the requirements specified in the
guidalines. (Note: NANP administration has the responsibility to
attempt to recover numbering resources, especially unused :
numbering resources, as the situation requires. These guidelines
confer no enforcement authority. Actual enforcement authority
rasides with the appropriate governmental or regulatory body.)
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£.3 Requirement for Usage

1f, after a CIC 1s in service, there 1s no usage associated with that
code for two consecutive quarters, the NANPA will inquire regarding the
status of tha CIC and, if appropriate, initiate the reclamation
process. No usage is defined as no minutes of use, with test calls not
included in the usage total,

5.4 Voluntary Return of CICs

The voluntary return of Cl1Cs which are no longer needed by an entity is
encouraged. In fact, a process by which suéh a return can be effi-
ciently effected, is described in a separate set of guidelines, Those
uidelines, entitled "Procedures for .the Voluntary Return of Carrier
dentification Codes to the North American Numbering Plan Adminis-
trator" are attached to this document as Appendix B.

Ary code returned by an entity will be nade available for assignment
by the NANPA after an idle period of at least six months.

6.0 ENTITLEMENTS

8.1 Code Use

Assi?nmant of a CIC provides the "right® to use and retain the CIC
consistent with these guidelines, to promote the use of the CIC as part
of the carrier access code (CAC) for end user dialing, and to transfer
the code to another entity as described in Section 6.2. Franchise
operators do not retain any right to-the CICs if the franchisor ceases
operation or determines that {ts CICs are no. longer required.

6.2 Transfer of CICs

The assignment of a CIC does not implg ownership. Although not a
forma! asset of an entity, a CIC may be transferred to another entity
through merger or acquisition as long as the CIC is in use, i.e., FG B
or FG D access is being regorted or can be verified by an access
provider. The NANPA must de informed of such transfers to ensure that
an accurate record of the entity responsible for the CIC can be main-
tafred, and that the guidelines requirements are satisfied, Such
requirements include those associated with the retention of CICs, and
transferred CICs will be subject to reclamatfon as are any other

codes.
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7.0 CONSERVATION

7.1 The Need for a Censervation Mode

Conservation fnvolves afforts to praserve the availability of codes. A
conservation mode and the restrictive assignment policies associated
with it slows the assignment rate, conserves the dwindling resource,
and allows the industry time to circumvent the possibility of exhaust.

The assignment leva) at which s conservation mode is invoked, there-
fore. must provide adequate time for the industry to plan for the
accomnodation of additional entities, develop and publish the necessary
associated technical documentation describing the plan, provide the
necessary software/hardwars modifications to the necessary network
elements, and deploy those modifications throughout the nation. It is
estimated that these efforts require at least five years.

7.2 Conservation Rules for the Thrse Digit CIC Environment

Conservation Rules established for the three digit CIC environment,
which remain in effect, invoke specific measures upon the assignment of
the 700th 3 digit CIC. At that time {which occurred in March, 1989),
no further supplemental codes can be sssigned. Accordingly, new
entrants will be assigned only one code. Those eatities holding less
than the maximum of 3 CICs will not be assigned additional supplemental

codes.
7.3 A Conservation Mode for the Four Digit CIC Environment

A detailed conservation plan for the four digit CIC environment will
not be described in these guidelines.  Rather, the NANPA, as adminis-
trator of CIC assignments, will monitor the assignment rate and level,
predict the potential for exhaust, and report its findings to the
industry. With this information supplied by the NAHPA, the industry
can determine the nead for a formal conservation mode and its associ-

ated measures.

Those measures might include restrictions on the maximum number of code
assignments per entity, an aggressive effort, beyond that already in
place, for code reclamation, and the convening of an JCCF sponsored
committee to begin the necessary planning to accommodate the need to
assign more than 9,008 FG B and/or 10,000 FG D CICs.
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REQUIREMENTS FOR QUARTERLY LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIER (LEC)
AND ENTITY ACCESS/USAGE REPORTS

To assist in the administration of Carrier ldentification Codes (CICs), LECs and entities are
requested to provide CIC access and usage information each quarter to North American Numbering
Plan administration (NANPA). The access/usage reporting requirements described below have
been developed for use by the LECs and entities in preparing the quarterly reports.

A. LEC Reporting Format Reguirements

The requirements for the LEC quarterly access/isage reports include the ability to submit the
reports in machine readable form, i.e., on computer diskettes {3 12" or 5 1/4"). LECs providing
Feature Group A (FGA), Feature Group B (FGB) and/or Feature Group D (FGD) service,
particularly the Bell Operating Companies and those LECs with greater than 30 CICs in their
serving area, are strongly encouraged to submit their reports on diskene to reduce the effort
required for data entry and to facilitate CIC analysis by NANPA and the FCC. The format for the
data 10 be presented on diskette is described below. To assure comparibility with NANPA and
FCC data entry software, LECs submitting quarterly reports on diskette must use this format,

The following rules shall apply when providing quarterly reports on diskettes:

a. The format for each record will consist of one ASCII text line with each field separated by a
comma “." delimiter. The delimiter shall not be considered part of any field.

b. One record shall be provided for each CIC and for each state where service is provided by the

LEC.

The maximum line length (including comma delimiters) for each record is 88 characters.

All fields must be represented in each record. That is, if information for a field is not available

or is blank, ¢.g., some entities do not have an ACNA, a delimiter wiil immediately follow the

revious delimiter, i.e. ",," 1o indicate this lack of information.

¢. Toavoid confusion with the comma delimiter, no commas shall be part of the data in any field,

particularly in the entity name fleld where it is common o follow the entity name with , Inc

oo

Each record shall consist of the 1! fields shown below. Minimum and maximum lengths are
specified for each field. A minimunm field length of "0 implies the information is unavailable or
blank. A record will consist of a sequence of fields following the order shown below, i.c., cic,

e¢name, acna, ...

FIELD LENGTH
NAME DESCRIPTION TYPE MIN‘ MAX
cic Carrier Mdentification Code Text 0 4
ename Entity name Text 0 40
acna Access Carrier Name Abbreviation . Text 0 3 .
fgb_statw  Featurc Group B Trunk Access & "W™ digit Text 1 2
fgd_stat Feature Group D Trunk Access Text 1 1
fga_use Feature Group A Usage Text 1 1
fgb_use Feature Group B Usage Text 1 1
fgd_use Feature Group D Usa ) ) Text 1 1
loc Name of state in which service exists, using Text 2 2
standard 2-character postal codes (c.g'.. NI)
up_date Last daic that a change was made on the record Text g lg

ecn Abbreviared Exchange Carrier Name (e.g., SWBT) Text
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Attachment A is & sample of how LEC data records would appear in tabular form. Included on
Atnachment A are the ficld definidons and the permissible field entries. )

B. Entity Reporting Format Reguirements

The quarterly report format for entitics with CICs will be similar to the LEC reports shown on
Attachment A, with scveral exceptions. Entides are not requested to provide the reports in machine
readable format on diskettes nor should Fearure Group A informaton be provided. The
"LOCATION" ficld has been changed to "LLEC ACCESS"*, which should include the names of all
LECs where access has been obuined for each CIC. Atachment B is a sample report for FGB and
FGD gunk access and vsage information to be provided by an eatity with CIC(s). Included on
Attachment B are the fleld definitions and permissible field entries. Attachment C is & blank form

for use by entities in submitting a quarterly report,
C. General Requirements

1. For reports provided by LECs, a single report shall be submitted combinih:ﬁ any information
from subsidiaries within the LEC, e.g., the Bell Operadng Companies shall provide a single
report combining information from all the Operating Companies within the reglon. For other

s, one report, nationwide, shall be provided. Also, for reponis provided by entities, one
repor: shall be provided for the entity, nationwide.

2. Afier FGB and FGD CICs are expanded to 4-digits, LECs and entities will report all CICs ina
4-digit format in the quarterly reports. For example, 3-digit FGB CIC 544 , with the W digit =
1, will be indicated on the report as CIC 1544. All 3-dight FGD CICs will be preceded by a
"0" in the 4-digit format, e.g., FGD CIC 345 should be reported as 0345,

3. In their quartetly reports, entities shall provide information on entity naine, contact person,
address, and telephone number, NANPA will use this information to update its contact

database.

4. LEC and entity rcfons shall be submitted to the NANPA on a quarterly basis. The reports are
due one month following the close of each quarter. For example, first quarter reports are duc

on or before April 30th. quarterly reports are 1o be submitted to:

J. N. Deak

NANP Administration
Room 1B-228

200 W. M1. Pleasant Ave,
Livingston, NJ 07039

Revised 6/17/92



ATTACHMENT A
LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIER ACCESS/USAGE QUARTERLY REPORT

Report for __ Quanter 19__ Date
Local Exchange Carrier |

TRUNK ACCESS* USAGE’

cic'  ENTITY? ACNA? FGB ¥GD  FGA FGB FGD  LOCATION®
010 ABC Company ABC 1 D Y Y N ™

010 ABC Company ABC Al A Y Y N AZ

225 Universal Telcomm uUTI DO Y N N Y AZ

225 Universal Telkcomm un 0 Y N Y Y X

LGR, Inc. LGR N N Y N N NM

LEC Contact Name Telephone No.

1. OIC- A 3 or 4-dight Canrics Idcatification Code masigned by the North Amesican Nembering Plan administration (NANPA) . Every CIC residemt within the LEC's
billing sysicm should be ceporied. Tn the evest an entity has FGA service but docs 201 isve: 2 CIC, leave the CIC ficld blesd.

2. ENTITY. The name of the compmay that has puschascd acoess, umally shows i the Access Carrier Name fiekl on the billing recond,
3. ACNA- A 3-charscter Access Coerier Nasse Abbscviation a3 shows in the ACNA ficld on the billing recond. Leave Slank if no ACNA is provided,

4. TRUNK ACCESS- Indicates if FGB and RGED trunks ase in service la the LEC (i.c. instalied) by using the designations shown below. This information should he
derived from the LEC billing system (e.g., CABS). Chanpes in FGB or FGD trunk access from the previoss quanerty repost skall be indicaled, using the
designations showa below, only for pew runk access, or for conpicie disconnech of wuak access.

-§. USAGE- Indicates fhere arc seinoios of use (i.c., MOU>0) for RGA, FGB aadior FGD in the LEC's billing sysiem wsing ihe designation Y = Yes or N = No. The
actual minuies of use should nol be seported. Indication of usage changes from the previous guancrly Feporn is not requived.

6. LOCATION- Refers 1o the sigte where the CIC has acoess as describod in the Trunk Access ficld osing standaxd 2-characier codes (8.g., NJ). . |
(b-c.. ;coned) should be provided! for each state where the CIC has FGB or FGD wwnk access. postal (08 N0). A separase line ]
|

Pesmissiblc Trenk Access Designations: G

¥Gr
1 = FGB tnink access with "1” as the W dight (i.e., 950-WXXX), no changs fiom peevious repost
0= FGB kunk access with "0° as the W digit, o change from previous seport

FGD
Y = FGD trunk acoess, no chanpe from previous repost

N =No FGD trunk sccess, no change from ious feport
Y = FGR trunk access, no chasge from previous report A-R}Dvukmauivmdsimuh:mp‘:o::.;mn
N = No FGI irunk access, no change from previoss repost D = RGD tsuak access disconnecied sinoe the previous report
A0 = FGB 1nmk access activated sinoe the previows report with 0" as the W digit

A1 = FGB tronk sooess activaterd sinoe the previnus report with “1° as the W digi
10 = FGEH ke sccess disconmeciod since the previows report with “O07 as the W digit ‘
DA = I wank access disconnected since the previows sepon with "1 as the W digi &1IM2 |



